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diseases or manage diseases like endo-
metriosis. 

While it would be nice to believe 
we’re in the twilight zone, the recent 
ploys of Republicans against women’s 
health are all frighteningly too real. In 
reality, this hearing did take place 
with the House Government Oversight 
and Reform Committee blocking the 
testimony of women, women like 
Georgetown University law student 
Sandra Fluke, who later testified dur-
ing a special hearing convened by 
Democratic Minority Leader NANCY 
PELOSI of a fellow female student at 
Georgetown University who had been 
denied contraception coverage because 
of the university’s Catholic affiliation. 
Her friend experienced complications 
stemming from ovarian cysts that 
could have been treated with birth con-
trol. Sadly, due to nontreatment, doc-
tors eventually were forced to remove 
her ovary. 

There are so many stories just like 
this that need to be told; but, sadly, 
you won’t hear them on Capitol Hill if 
my Republican colleagues in the ma-
jority have anything to do with it. 
They are too busy silencing women’s 
voices on these very critical issues. 

What if there was a hearing held on 
access to Viagra or vasectomies with a 
panel of experts being a group of six 
women? Could you imagine the outrage 
if women were allowed to legislate 
what happens to men’s bodies? The 
horror. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Speaker, 
this twilight zone is real. This attack 
on women’s health is real, but the bat-
tle is not over. We cannot and will not 
allow a few to silence the voices of mil-
lions of women across this country. We 
must continue to stand up for women 
and their reproductive health. 

f 

LEAVE AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I voted to go to war in Af-
ghanistan, but I did not vote for a for-
ever, permanent war that has now 
lasted almost three times as long as 
World War II. We should have ended 
our involvement in Afghanistan many 
years ago, and many young American 
lives would have been saved. 

The first war against Iraq and Ku-
wait lasted just 7 months. With the re-
cent killings of four more Americans 
and with massive anti-American dem-
onstrations being conducted by hun-
dreds of thousands of Afghani citizens, 
we need to greatly speed up our with-
drawal. We need to leave Afghanistan 
the sooner the better. 

We’ve spent hundreds of billions 
there over the last decade, a great 
amount of which has really been just 
pure foreign aid. We’ve built schools 
and medical facilities and helped their 
farmers. We have trained their police 
and military and have had thousands of 
Afghanis on our payroll. 
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We’ve had to borrow approximately 
41 percent of all of these mega-billions 
we have spent to help the Afghan peo-
ple. No country has done nearly as 
much, Mr. Speaker, for another coun-
try in the entire history of the world as 
we have done for Afghanistan. 

Now, the people there have made it 
very clear that they do not appreciate 
what we have done for them. In fact, 
not only are they ungrateful, but they 
are showing, through their actions, 
that they have anger or even hatred to-
ward us. We should stop spending all 
these billions of taxpayer dollars just 
as soon as we possibly can. 

I did not criticize President Obama 
when he apologized for the burning of 
the Korans. However, I did not think it 
was something that rose to the level 
that required a Presidential apology. 
Some person or persons made a mis-
take in burning the Korans. They 
should have apologized, or the com-
mander of the Air Force base, or per-
haps our Ambassador. 

However now, where is the apology 
from the Afghan leadership about the 
Americans who have been killed or for 
all of the hatred and anger directed to-
ward our country? Where is the grati-
tude for all that America and Ameri-
cans have done for the Afghan people 
over the last 10 or 11 years? 

We have a national debt of over $15 
trillion that is headed far higher at a 
more rapid rate than ever before. It is 
far past the time that we should have 
been taking care of our own country 
and putting our own citizens first. 

We need to let the Afghan people run 
Afghanistan, and we need to stop try-
ing to be everything to everybody all 
over the world. We simply cannot af-
ford it, and we are jeopardizing the fu-
ture of ourselves, our children, and our 
grandchildren if we continue trying to 
run the whole world. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Adam McHugh, Vitas Hos-
pice Center, Covina, California, offered 
the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we acknowledge and 
praise You on this day that You have 
made. 

We are reminded that all power and 
authority ultimately come from You. 

We do not wield our own power, but we 
are stewards who have been entrusted 
with a greater power. 

May the work that is done today in 
the Halls of the powerful be done on be-
half of the powerless. Would You open 
our ears to listen to the needs and the 
cries of those who are seldom heard. 
May the strong voices today speak out 
for the sake of those with no voice. 

Would You grant our leaders courage 
and wisdom to do what is right, and 
would You pour out on them a spirit of 
peace, love, kindness, and gentleness. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS PARLIAMEN-
TARIAN OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OF-
FICE OF THE PARLIAMENTARIAN, 

Washington, DC, February 28, 2012. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: As you know, the skill 
and dedication of the team with whom I 
serve in the Office of the Parliamentarian 
and the Office of Compilation of Precedents 
are unsurpassed. In my judgment they are 
ready to continue their commitment to ex-
cellence in the procedural practice of the 
House without me. I appreciate your allow-
ing me to lead the office to this juncture. 
Please now accept my resignation effective 
March 31, 2012. 

I am grateful to you and your predecessors, 
Mr. Speaker, for supporting the exercise of 
independent professional judgment by your 
parliamentarians. It is a credit to the House 
that its presiding officers shed their partisan 
cloaks and follow our considered advice. 

It has been my honor to serve in the Office 
of the Parliamentarian for 25 years. To what-
ever extent I have made good of the oppor-
tunity, I credit the steady support of my 
wife, Nancy Sands Sullivan, and the inspira-
tion of our children, Michael, Margaret, and 
Matthew. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN V. SULLIVAN, 

Parliamentarian. 
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APPOINTMENT AS PARLIAMEN-

TARIAN OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section 
287(a) of title 2, United States Code, the 
Chair appoints Thomas J. Wickham, 
Jr., as Parliamentarian of the House of 
Representatives to succeed John V. 
Sullivan, resigned. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND ADAM 
MCHUGH 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
DREIER) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, let me 

first extend my congratulations to 
John Sullivan for his extraordinary 
service to this institution over the last 
quarter century. We’re going to have a 
chance to talk about one of the great-
est, most incisive minds in this place— 
and the bar is not too high for that. He 
has been extraordinary. I want to con-
gratulate Mr. Wickham as well, Mr. 
Speaker. 

With that, I rise to say, on the 28th of 
June 1787, Benjamin Franklin, in the 
midst of the Constitutional Conven-
tion, said that they should call on the 
assistance of Heaven and have a prayer 
every day as the assembly began. 
That’s a tradition that continues 
today, and it’s one that has just been 
utilized by Reverend Adam McHugh, 
who is a very, very capable and 
thoughtful guy, who is from Upland, 
California. He is a prolific writer as 
well as serving as chaplain at the Vitas 
Hospice Center in Covina, California. 

I’ve got to say also, Mr. Speaker, 
that I believe that we are making his-
tory here in that both the Chaplain of 
the United States House of Representa-
tives—our dear friend, Father Patrick 
Conroy—and Reverend McHugh and 
Reverend McHugh’s wife, Lindsay, and 
I are all graduates of a very small in-
stitution just to the east of Los Ange-
les known as Claremont McKenna Col-
lege. 

I believe that hearing from Reverend 
McHugh was wonderful, and I have a 
copy of his book that he has just given 
me here. I would like to enter into the 
RECORD, Mr. Speaker, a list of the pub-
lications that he has put forward and 
to say that he has one coming next 
year. We all look forward to that, and 
I hope I get an autographed copy of 
that one as well. 

PUBLICATIONS 
BOOKS 

Introverts in the Church: Finding Our 
Place in an Extroverted Culture (InterVar-
sity Press, 2009) 

The Listening Life (InterVarsity Press, 
2013) 

ARTICLES 
‘‘Profile of Father Patrick Conroy, Chap-

lain of the U.S. House,’’ CMC Magazine, No-
vember ’11. 

‘‘Hospitality for Those Who Would Rather 
Stay ‘In’,’’ Conversations Journal, December 
2011. 

‘‘The Introverted Leader,’’ Leadership 
Journal, August 2011. 

‘‘The Phases of Writing,’’ The Ooze, June 
2011 

‘‘A Mere Lump of Humanity?’’ Internet 
Monk, June 2011 

‘‘Why Pastors Should Get Their Heads Ex-
amined.’’ Patheos, May 2011 

‘‘The Introvert Brand,’’ Patheos, March ’11 
‘‘Why Most Pastors Won’t Tell the Truth.’’ 

Church Leaders, Mar ’11 
‘‘The Writer as Madman and Mystic,’’ 

Crosswalk, Dec ’10 
‘‘Are Happy Churchgoers Good News? The 

Washington Post, Dec ’10 
A Counter-Cultural Quiet in Advent,’’ 

Patheos Dec ’10 
‘‘Meals that Change Your Life,’’ Relevant 

Magazine Nov ’10 
‘‘Introverts in Evangelical America,’’ The 

Washington Post Sept ’10 
‘‘Conversations with the Saints,’’ Patheos 

Aug ’10 
‘‘The Ancient Art of Listening,’’ Patheos 

June ’10 
‘‘Can Introverts Thrive in the Church?’’ 

Catalyst Space May ’10 
‘‘Introverts in the Church,’’ Ministry 

Today, January ’10 
‘‘Can Introverts Lead? Breaking Down 

Stereotypes,’’ The Christian Century Nov ’09 

SPEAKING HIGHLIGHTS 

Westmont College Chapel, Santa Barbara, 
CA, April 2012. 

Laity Lodge, Kearney, TX, July 2011. 
Glenkirk Church, Glendora, CA, March 

2011. 
Irvine Presbyterian Church, Irvine, CA, 

September 2010. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). The Chair will 
entertain up to 15 further requests for 
1-minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

HONORING MR. TROPHY 

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a small busi-
ness in my district, a business I was 
proud to give an Economic Excellence 
Award to last week. 

Mr. Trophy, based in Red Bank, Ten-
nessee, is a great small business which 
embodies the American values of hard 
work and success. Founded in 1972, Mr. 
Trophy is still a family business. It is 
currently owned by Dorris Prevou and 
is managed by her daughter Linda 
Herrmann. 

A staple of the Chattanooga commu-
nity, Mr. Trophy is well-known for 
both customer service and community 
involvement. Mr. Trophy has designed 
trophies, plaques, and custom awards 
for over 40 years, creating jobs while 
often weathering difficult times. Hav-
ing run a business with my wife for 24 
years, I can understand the challenges 
that have faced Mr. Trophy along the 
way. 

Not only has Mr. Trophy met these 
challenges, but they have found success 
with their business and have become a 
pillar of their community. I hope that 
you will join me in honoring Mr. Tro-

phy for their well-earned Economic Ex-
cellence Award. 

f 

PASS H.R. 3826 AND PROTECT 
COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, 124 
days. That’s how many days between 
today and July 1 when the interest 
rates for the Stafford Student Loan 
program are going to double from 3.4 
percent to 6.8 percent unless Congress 
acts. I, Congressman PETERS, and Sen-
ator JACK REED in the Senate have 
filed legislation to lock in those rates 
at 3.4 percent. This Chamber must act. 

Today, student loan debt now exceeds 
credit card debt in the United States of 
America—a milestone which is a dis-
aster and a formula for failure in this 
country. We have fallen from number 
one in the world in terms of graduation 
rates to number 12, which is a threat in 
terms of our future economic vitality. 

As young people will be all across 
this Capitol over the next 2 months or 
so, I hope Members of Congress will 
look those kids in the eyes and will do 
the right thing to protect college af-
fordability. Pass H.R. 3826. 

f 

SOARING GAS PRICES 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. For 21 
days in a row, gas prices have risen to 
average now $3.70 per gallon—a 30-cent 
increase in only 1 month. At this rate, 
Americans could be forking over four 
bucks for a gallon of gas in no time. 
That’s insane. 

American families and businesses are 
already struggling in this economy, so 
I’m calling on the IRS to provide relief 
for businesses by increasing the stand-
ard mileage rate like it did after Hurri-
cane Katrina and again in 2005 and 2011. 
With gas prices rising higher and faster 
than ever, the administration and Con-
gress need to take action now: begin-
ning with the Keystone XL pipeline, es-
timated to bring 830,000 barrels of oil 
every day to U.S. refineries, and Key-
stone would create nearly 20,000 new 
American jobs. 

Let’s pursue a real all-of-the-above 
energy strategy, and let’s give Ameri-
cans the security and relief that they 
want, need, and deserve. 

f 

b 1210 

PREVENT CLOSING POSTAL 
FACILITIES 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, like 
many Members of our body, I represent 
a community with a postal facility 
that has been slated for closure. In Buf-
falo, 700 workers stand to lose their 
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